THE FLOOD PREVENTION SOCIETY

www.floodpreventionsociety.org.uk

Picture Photo by http//www/airexperiences.co.uk

Factual Statement of the
crucial cause of 90% of inland
flooding caused by the
Environment Age
of not dredging. This can be
economically rectified.

Revised 2015



on

b 3 -

(*. N
3 ;"
ot

Forward
By The Lord Plumb of Coleshill D.L.

As Honorary Patron of this admirable society, | am pleased to endorse this carefully constructed
document on the important and complex matter of identifying the crucial cause of inland flooding.

The Chairman of the Society is a respected friend of many years and | always find myself marvelling at
the extent of his practical experience and his in-depth knowledge and comprehension of the issues
associated with flooding. He has assembled a down to earth team of practical experts to produce this
document and it is against this background that | have no hesitation in giving it my unequivocal
support.

The action taken by Government to remove the maintenance of rivers from the control of the river
Engineers in 1995 and placing them under the full control of the Environment Agency (EA), giving the
EA absolute power without accountability or responsibility has been acknowledged by most to have
been a monumental mistake. The EA have a culture of not dredging and The Prime Minister, David
Cameron, after visiting the floods at the Somerset Levels and the Thames West of London in the 20134
winter said and | quote:- “the pause in dredging that took place in the later 1990’s was wrong and we
need to get back to dredging again”. “People who say that dredging won’t make a difference are
wrong”.

In my lifetime the worst British floods were in July 2007 across the Midlands and Eastern Counties,
when thousands of homes and businesses were flooded. Sir Michael Pitt produced a report to
Government which contained three important points:

1. None of the floods could be attributed to climate change.
2. The EA’s indicative flood maps have a 0.1% chance of accuracy.
3. If we do not act the country will lose 5% of its GDP to flooding i.e. £78 hillion per year.

Everyone in the Country should read this full report as it explains how it affects them whether they
experiem‘:{e flooding or not, and I strongly recommend that the incoming Government takes urgent
steps to action section 7’s “Concluding recommendations to Government to put river management
back under the control of river engineers”.

£

Finally, in commending this report, | am reminded of a comment made by Margaret Mead, an
American anthropologist who said: “never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens
can change the world. Indeed, it's the only thing that ever has”. No truer works have ever been
spoken and the facts identified in the ensuing report together with its strong and utterly coherent
recommendations provide an invaluable contribution by The Flood Prevention Society to the future
of drainage and the wellbeing of the inland waterways of Great Britain and the people and businesses
who live within their curtilage.

The Lord Plumb of Coleshill D.L. March 2015
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This Society endeavours to ensure that all information is corieahall not be liable for any technical
editorial, typographical or other errors or omissions within the information provided on this website.

Most of this information is based on the personal experiences and observations as related by membe
Society and the general public, as such the officers of the Society cannot accept responsibility for cd
made.

It is also a term and condition of a reader accessing and reading The Flood Prevention Society Online
FPS disclaims all warrantieshether express or implied. Neither the FPS nor the original providers of|
material accept any liability for any direct, indirect, incidental, consequential loss of business profits or
damages arising from its publication by The Flood Prewen8ociety Online.




CONSTITUTION AND OBJECTIVES

THE FLOOD PREVENTION SOCIETY is based on clear objectives set and agreed by the

societyds Chairman and Committee members duri

1. The Committee to elect Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer.

2. To pursue a policy with the objective of preventing avoidable inland flooding in
England and Wales.

3. To use our vast knowledge and experience by emphasising the immense benefits of
good river maintenance and stressing the tragedies and horrendous damage caused by the
ravages of flood water.

4, To provide and update a website - www.floodpreventionsociety.org.uk - so as to
inform the general public that approximately 90% of flooding is avoidable in a cost effective
manner.

5. To uphold the highest principles and professional standards at all times.

6. To promote the belief that the increase in flooding of homes and agricultural land is
crucially caused by the neglect of river and watercourse maintenance.

To seek to increase the natural flow and capacity of all water courses by planned regular
efficient maintenance of rivers, streams and ditches.

To remove the responsibility for rivers and watercourses from the EA and place it in the
hands of a separate Government Department with the sole aim of flood prevention as they
do, with great success, in Holland and New Zealand.

7. To raise funds to pursue these objectives.

8. To procure to be written and to permit, publish, issue circulate gratuitously or
otherwise any reports, periodicals, books, pamphlets, leaflets or other documents in
furtherance of the objectives of the Society.

9. To carry out and execute all other such lawful actions as are deemed necessary for
the attainment of the objectives of the Society.

10. As we are a non profit making Society, in the unlikely event that the Committee
considers it desirable that we should be dissolved, any funding left to be transferred equally
between the following charities i The MacMillan Cancer Support, The Salvation Army and
The Red Cross.

eééeeceééeeéecéeéeecée.

John P Lloyd 1 Society Chairman

27.11.13
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SOCIETY PROLOGUE

From the wisdom of our practical experience of main river management over many years, this

statement explains our conclusion that we believe The Pitt Report of the 2007 floods was a
virtual Awhitewasho. Sir Michaeljobbiobsowiesanan adn
understand how his report appears to be heavily influenced by Environmental Agency biased

spin. His report recommends having a single national organisation with over-reaching
responsibility for flooding i we entirely agree with this i but then he says it should be the EA.

This would be totally non-productive and like putting a fox in charge of the welfare of a poultry

house 1 we explain why and how approximately 90% of inland flooding can be prevented at

|l ess cost t h afloodphoectidhpdicy. f ai | e

We agree with the Reviewbds four guiding principl
and communities who have suffered flooding or are at risk. 2" change will only happen with

strong and effective leadership. 3™ we must be clear about who does what. 4™ we must be

willing to work together and share information i we take this to mean that local knowledge

must be acted on. Then the Review missed the crucial cause of flooding to achieve its

objectives

CHAI RMARORBNARD

AThe Flood Prevention Societyodo is a voluntary s
2000 in our region to pursue all avenues with the objective of preventing avoidable flooding.

Our members consist mainly, but not only, of people whohave &éhands ond exper.|
devastation of preventable inland flooding, have years of practical and observed knowledge of

the prevention of flooding by good river maintenance, and the crucial cause of flooding being

neglected main river maintenance. Our fALoc al FIl ood Defence Commit:t
funded by the Council tax payers of the County (
Conwy, Wirral, Denbighshire, Flintshire and Wrexham, with its local knowledge, was with
approxi mat elsydo 204We riit LEFEMDgCl and and Wal es, closed do
remote Central Office Control through 8 Regional Units, under National Environment Agency

(EA) policy and funding.

We attended the quarterly meetings of the LFDC for four years until they were disbanded,
giving constructive observations on cost effective inland flood prevention.

We were dismayed to note that the Environment Agency, who have been in control since rivers
were put under their management by Government in1996, have a National flawed policy of not
dredgingr i ver s so as t o efiem atthe cost af gariging incaehsed saffering to
peopl ebs hesrdss dnd deathawhike thgir, homes were being flooded. This policy
was highlighted by our Rpagér repartagiven Aur bFd@ (thgtevasdé s s ev
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set up to get rainwater safely to the sea) in S
were increasingly getting flooded in its catchment area. Astoundingly the report did not

mention river maintenance, but the EA manager said how pleased he was, and emphasised he

had encouraging news, t hat there were more nAGI
catchment area.

| personally have had over 60 years experience farming on a river tributary, designated main

river because of its catchment area importance. Over those years the river maintenance
responsibility and power has changed from the Ri
the National Water Development Authority, then the National River Authority, then the
Environment Agency in 1996, now since 2001 the EA control delegated under the Department

for Environment and Rural Affairs Minister.

About 40 years ago the river board dredgers had failed to reach a critical silt bank where one
main river tributary joined another. | saved thousands of acres of crops being ruined at a time
of high rainfall by stripping to my underpants , wading in up to my arm pits with hand tools and
did the job and saved one and a half miles of tributary overflowing its banks.

In the LFDC River Board days dredging was done on a regular basis about every 5 years, but
often the machine operators would leave out inconvenient places like under road and railway
bridges, that is when 1 learnt the hard way that any obstruction could slow down river flow,
and have a dramatic affect causing flooding for miles upstream. | and other riparian farmers
used to meet on a Sunday morning at low rainfall times to dredge out the silt accumulated
under road and rail bridges i we had a special silt bucket made with plough handles so that
someone could guide it while it was pulled through the bridge arch by a rope attached to a
tractor. This simple commonsense job saved thousands of acres of crops being ruined at
times of high rainfall. There is no point in doing it now because the EA do not dredge the river
channels either side of the bridges, and bridge arches are getting silted up all over the country.

In the November floods of 2000 another main river tributary could not discharge into a major

channel because it was so silted up to a depth that caused its exit culverts to be covered up. A

member of our own executive committee used his own dredger to dredge the silt out (see

picture no. 1). It saved a hamlet of 30 houses and thousands of acres from being flooded i it

took him three days to do what the river authority, when they used to do it, took three weeks to

do. The EA6s only comment was to threaten him
permission to do it i they would have been happier for the houses to be flooded. The EA have

power without any apparent sense of care or responsibility for people or property.

| personally have had many years experience working with government departments for our
industry at county and national level, having discussions about major issues with several
Ministers of Agriculture at Whitehall. | have served as National Chairman for a period and also
as Vice Chairman to Lord Plumb over a group of sectors of our industry at the time when Lord
Plumb was head of a political group and Head of the European Parliament which took up most
of his time, so | was mainly acting as Chairman.

| represented our industry advising senior civil servants on their discussions with their EU
counterparts while they were formulating the Agricultural Directives.

| asked a retiring second secretary to the Minister of Agriculture why we had retrograde
bureaucratic control on our Artificial Insemination policy of the cattle industry, which was
restricting the progressive ability of our breeders, and keeping Britain in the backwater of
progressing in the industrialised world T he sai d fAdonodt guote me or I
because too many <civil servants woul d |l ose the
Secretary, had a meeting with the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food at Whitehall, The
Rt Hon Peter Walker MP, he was negative and said that he does what his civil servants tell
him. Later The Rt Hon John McGregor MP became the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food, we met him at Whitehall, he was his own man i he had his two senior civil servants on
the other side of the table, within three weeks after that meeting the bureaucratic strangle hold
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of A | was abolished. | mention this to show that a Minister who activates priority to the welfare
and economy of Britain can make a difference.

Our society secretary, Mr Len Dulson, not only has over 50 years hands on practical
experience of the tragedy of neglected river maintenance causing increasing flooding, but his
father and mother were rescued from their home by family, neighbours and the RNLI in the
2000 floods. They never fully recovered from the trauma and both died on the same day later
T see picture no. 2.

So in researching the causes of increasing inland flooding, apart from the wisdom of our own
hands on practical experience, over a fourteen year period we have attended our LFDC
meetings, consulted with Regional Chairmen, have liaised with the EA at local and regional
and national level, also the Department of the Environment Food and Rural Affairs, Natural
England and the Countryside Council for Wales. We have had letters published in The Times,

The Guardian, The Daily Post, The Flintshire Leader, The Farmersodé6 Weekly,

Guardian and taken part on several radio debates and have a website
www.floodpreventionsociety.org.uk. These have resulted in letters, pictures and telephone
calls from all over England and Wales supporting our conclusions and giving evidence of
neglected river maintenance in their respective areas causing a dramatically increasing
number of residences and agricultural land to be flooded.

The following is our executive summary of our conclusions that approximately 90% of inland
flooding is avoidable and clearly demonstrates that the EA bureaucratic control of rivers is the
cause of increased flooding.

|t is a classic example of Lord Rees Moggds

bureaucrats

John P Lloyd
CHAIRMAN

If you would like to contribute to helping us pursue our objectives i we would be very pleased

guo:

to receive any donafThenBl madePpayabt eohoSd6cietybd

Picture 1

One of our Executive
Committee, a farming
and a drainage
engineer, dredging two
mile length of an EA
neglected designated
main river tributary in
November 2000 saving
the flooding of a hamlet
of 30 houses, and
thousands of acres
being flooded.
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Picture 2

Mr Dulson (the father of our Secretary,
Len Dulson) being rescued by family
And neighbours with the help of the
RNLI from his home in November

2000. His mother and father never fully
recovered from the trauma and both died
on the same day later.

Picture 3 - The neglect of maintenance on the River Alyn, the flooding of which contributed to the
details mentioned in Picture 2.



































































































